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Incidence of in Situ vs Invasive Melanoma: Testing the “Obligate

Precursor” Hypothesis

Catherine M. Olsen, PhD (), Nirmala Pandeya, PhD (), Philip S. Rosenberg, PhD

David C. Whiteman, MBBS, PhD (#*2*
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Figure 1. Age-standardized melanoma incidence from 1982 through 2018 in the US White, Queensland, and Scotland populations. Joinpoint regression models for in
situ and invasive melanoma: A) Queensland, B) United States (US) White, C) Scotland populations, and D) in situ to invasive melanoma incidence rate ratios. ASR

age-standardized rate (US 2000)
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...The increasing ratio of in situ to invasive
melanoma incidence over time, together with
the high (and increasing) mean age at
diagnosis of in situ melanomas, is consistent
with more indolent lesions coming to clinical
attention than in previous eras...

JNCIJ Natl Cancer Inst (2022) 00(0): djac138
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Difficult to diagnose melanomas
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Obligate and Potential Precursors of Melanoma

David E. Elder, MB, ChB, FRCPA

Melanocyticneoplasmwith

, : : : low malignantpotential
«One proposal could be to incorporate all of these lesions into categories

of severe or high-grade melanocytic dysplasia. A Melanoma infiltrante < 1 mm
A Sin crecimiento vertical

Another would be to adopt terminology similar to that from other
neoplastic systems, such as “melanocytic neoplasm of low malignant

potential’ for those lesions currently called invasive melanoma but A Sin ulceracion
lacking the critical property of tumorigenicity.» A < 55 afios de edad

A Sin mitosis

JNCIJ Natl Cancer Inst (2022) 00(0): djac139

https://doi.org/10.1093/jnci/djac139
Editorial
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WHO, 2018 Melanocyticneoplasmwith

low malignantpotential
A Melanoma infiltrante < 1 mm
A Sin crecimiento vertical
A Sin mitosis
A Sin ulceracion
A <55 afios de edad
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